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Neither Washington nor

Beljing,

soclalism!

he arrogance of the US

I ruling class, heightened

by their years as the sole

world superpower since 1991,

threatens to plunge the world

back into a new nuclear arms
race.

George W Bush’s “National
Missile Defence” project will
siphon off much-needed
resources to arms-industry
profiteers. Designed to demon-
strate US invulnerability and
overwhelming dominance to
the world, it may well set going
a new global arms race.

To justify its military plans,
Bush’s administration is wav-
ing the flag and talking up
enemies. It chose to “talk
tough” in its confrontation with
the Chinese government over
its grounded spy plane.

China’s neo-Stalinist bureau-
crats can match Washington for
arrogance. When ruling-class
big-power arrogance meets rul-
ing-class big-power arrogance,
millions of ordinary human
lives can be put at risk. No-one
should be complacent about
the potential for destructive
escalation in this conflict.

This is not yet a full-blown
New Cold War. The basic trend
of US-Chinese relations since

the 1970s has been towards
accommodation, the re-entry of
US capital into China and the
re-entry of China into world
trade. It is too soon to say that
the spy-plane crisis marks the
end of that trend, rather than an
episodic conflict.

But we should learn lessons
from the first Cold War. Then,
all too many people on the left
got trapped in the narrow alter-
natives of “power politics”.
Because they were rightly
opposed to US imperialism,
they thought they had to sup-
port, or half-support, or
“defend”, or deny the existence
of, the rival Russian imperial-
ism. That was an

but International

in the world with its treatment
of its own workers the country
has vast slave-labour camps,
and independent trade unions
are persecuted but also an
imperialist power. However
much we disagree with the
Tibetan leaders in exile, or the
government of Taiwan, the
peoples of Tibet and of Taiwan
have the right to self-determi-
nation.
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abdication of social-

ist responsibility to
the oppressed peo-
ples of Eastern
Europe and the
USSR.

We should not fall
into the same trap
again and think
that opposing US
imperialism means
we have to side
with Chinese impe-
rialism. China is not
only one of the
most brutal regimes

The future of the
Socialist Alliance

¢ Party, federation or what?
¢ What sort of democracy?
¢ What orientation in the trade unions?

An open platform for contributions from
all the tendencies and viewpoints in the
Alliance.

5.30pm, Wednesday 11
July

“The Plough”, Museum Street (a short

walk down Gower Street).
¢ Meeting organised by Workers’ Liberty

Workers’ Liberty

Bulletin for the discussion at “Marxism 2001, no.3.




china 8/7/01 12:33 am Page 2

Lost Texts of

Critical Marxism

The Fate of the Russian Revolution

This is an essential new work for all students of politics and
history, academics and socialists — for all those who want to
understand history...

Analysis of Stalin’s USSR by:
* Max Shachtman

* (LR James

* Leon Trotsky

* Hal Draper

* James Burnham

The Fate of the Russian MR
Revolutionjf
collects the key texts of M
these long-eclipsed but M
very important political
thinkers —  many
available  nowhere
else — vindicating
those who made the
October Revolution,
and restating the real
ideas of those Bolsheviks who fought
Stalinism until it killed them.

A long introductory essay traces Leon Trotsky's attempts to under-
stand Stalinism and submits Trotsky’s ideas to a systematic criti-
cism.

To order your copy of The Fate of the Russian Revolution
(608 pages) send your name & address plus:

UK: £16.99 +£3 p&p. Cheques to “AWL".
To: AWL, P O Box 823, London SE15 4NA.

To read extracts from the book, go to www.workersliberty.org

Pamphlets from
Workers’ Liberty

New problems, new struggles: a handbook
for trade unionists 95p

Socialists answer the New Right £1.50
Lenin and the October Revolution 50p
Radical chains: sexuality and class politics
£1.00

Malcolm X 80p

Education bulletins

Study notes on Capital £3.00

What is dialectics? £1.50

AWL basic education programme £1.50
Marxism and Black Nationalism £1.50

The AWL and the left

Illusions of power: the local government
left, 1979-85 60p

The IS-SWP tradition: Workers’ Liberty
cuttings file £1.50

Liverpool: what went wrong 20p

Open letter to a supporter of Militant 20p
Workers’ Power: a tale of kitsch Trotskyism
(documents 1973-1993) £2.00

A tragedy of the left: Socialist Worker and
“the party” £2.50

Send cheques, payable to “Alliance for
Workers’ Liberty”, to AWL, PO Box 823,
London SE15 4NA. Postage is free on orders
above £10; others, please send 20% extra
(minimum 20p).

e Special offer:

Last 10 issues of WL for £12. Cheques to
“AWL” to PO Box 823, London, SE15 4NA.

...... Enclosed ................

UK subs: £16 (one year, 10 issues), £8 (students, unwaged). Cheques to “AWL”. Send to Workers' Liberty,

PO Box 823, London SE15 4NA.

US subscriptions from Barry Finger, 18 Cragswood Road, New Paltz, NY 12561 (cheques to “Barry Finger”).
Australian subscriptions: $45 from Workers' Liberty, PO Box 313, Leichhardt, NSW 2040 (cheques to “Workers’ Liberty”).
European subscriptions: £24 from the London address (payment in British currency, payable to “AWL").




